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AL-V1-A-149
McKenzie Log Farmhouse

In 1828 Jesse McKenzie bought four tracts of land from
William Myers for use as farmland. The land was located north-
west of what is now Cresaptown which was an agricultural area.
This log house was probably built shortly after McKenzie acquired
the property. The Tog portion of the building was covered with
weatherboard siding and later obscured by an addition and an
enlarged roof. An interesting feature of the farmstead is the
stone springhouse near the residence. The estate remained in the
McKenzie Family until 1867 when it was sold in an Equity Case.

In an advertisement for the sale of the farm it is Tisted as
being "...improved by two good dwelling houses, stables and
other out buildings.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

McKenzie Log House is located west of Winchester Road
near Cresaptown.

The building originally consisted of a four bays wide
log structure. A frame addition was added onto the west or
rear of the log structure and the gable roof was replaced.
The rectangular building is now two and one-half stories tall
and four bays wide. The log portion and the addition have
separate coverings of weatherboard siding. It rests on a
Tow stone foundation of random rubble with a plain water
table. The replaced gable flank roof is covered with asphalt
shingles with snowbirds. Eaves consist of a cornice, soffit,
and frieze. One brick chimney, originally outside end of the
log structure, has been enclosed by the frame addition.

Two entrances located on the eastern facade are of five
panels and one light each. One door has a decorative frosted
glass window. Pegged sash windows of the original portion of
the building are six over six lights with wooden Tugsills.
Addition windows are one over one light sashes. Basement
windows have wooden bars. A two tiered shed roofed porch on
the east obscures most of that facade. A wide hip roofed
porch, partially enclosed, {s on the west.

A small square springhouse of rubble and ashlar stone
is near the house. This small outbuilding has a gabled hip
roof of wooden shakes.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In 1828 Jesse McKenzie bought four tracts of land
from William Myers for use as farmland. (1) The land
was located northwest of what is now Cresaptown which was
an agricultural area. (2)

The estate remained in the McKenzie family until 1867
when it was sold in an Equity Case. (3) In an advertisement
for the sale of the farm it is Tisted as being".. improved
by two good dwelling houses, stables and other out buildings."(4)

Allegany County in 1835 was reported by a Baltimore paper
to posses "hundreds of thousands of acres of the finest land
in Maryland".(5) ¥Yarious types of wheats and vegtables were
grown, also apple, cherry and plum orchards were common. (6)
The McKenzies were sucessful farmers and their estate also
contained an orchard of 150 fruit trees of different kinds.(7)

This log house was probably built shortly after McKenzie
acquired the property. The log portion of the building was
covered with weatherboard siding and later obscured by an
addition and an enlarged roof. An interesting feature
of the farmstead is the stone springhouse near the residence.
The springhouse, constructed of rubble and ashlar stone, has
a steep gabled hip roof of wooden shakes.

(1) Allegany County Deeds, Liber 0 Folio 276,277 and 278

(2) Harry I. Stegmaier, Jr. et al., Allegany County, A History
(Parsons, W. Va.: McClain Printing Co.) p. 213

(3) Allegany County Equity Case #1604

54) Ibid
5) Stegmaier, p. 97
(6) 1Ibid

- (7) AlTegany County Equity Case #1604

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 304 acres

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
13§ F ORM PREPA Y . ‘. es
-NA?E/WLE Bav%EE %orsey, Historic Sites Coordinator

Julie Baker, Historic Sites Surveyor

ORGANIZATION Allegany County Historic Sites Mg?éh 5, 1980
STREET & NUMBER . TELEPHONE
3 Pershing Street 777-5944
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Cumberland Maryland 21502

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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(Significance cont.)

Footnotes

(1)

James W. Thomas and T.J.C. Williams, History of Allegany County
(Philadelphia: L.R. Titsworth and Co.) p. 273

Edward M. Killough, ed. History of the Western Maryland Railway
Company (Baltimore" Voluntary Relief Department Press, 1938) p.44
Ibid, pp. 44-45

Ibid, p. 46

T. Allan Comp and Donald Jackson, Bridge Truss Types, National
Park Service publication. p. 6

History of Western Maryland p. 46

Harry I. Stegmaier, Jr. et al., Allegany County, A History (Parsons
W. Va.: McClain Printing Co., ) p. 335

Ibid, p. 357

Ibid, p. 420
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AL-V1-A-149
McKenzie Log House

Allegany County Deed: Liber 226, Folio 481
Grantee: dJohn Marshall Porter and M. Elizabeth Porter Date: July 9, 1949
Grantor: W. Earle Cobey, trustee for John Trescher

Allegany County Deed: Liber 26, Folio 628
Grantee: John Trescher Date: December 28, 1867
Grantor: Thomas Perry and William W. Price, trustee for Consideration: $2,072.00
Equity Case #1604
Notes: Equity case states, "It is improved by two good
dwelling houses, stables and other out buildings.

Allegany County Deed: Liber 0, Folio 276, 277 and 278
Grantee: Jesse McKenzie Date: October 11, 1828
Grantor: William Myers
Notes: 3 tracts- Lilly of the Valley, 42 acres, addition
to Lilly of the Valley 27-3/4 acres, William Oak 92-7/8 acres
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